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One Church

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.


-  Matthew 16:18

I. Truth


A. Necessity of truth for salvation




~ John 14:6; John 8:32; John 18:37


B. How do we know the truth? The Bible?



~ Romans 2:25 & Romans 3:1-2 vs. Galatians 5:2




Circumcision or no circumcision?



~ Romans 3:27-28 vs. James 2:17, 24




Faith or works or both?



~ Leviticus 3:1-5 ???



~ Colossians 1:24




Jesus' afflictions insufficient?

NOTES:______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Jesus said to him, “I am the way the truth and the life.  No one comes to the 

Father except through me.”


- John 14:6

I. Truth, cont.


C. Individual Interpretation of Scripture is not biblical



~ 2 Peter 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20; Acts 8:27-31 




We need guides, teachers.


D. Where do we look for truth?



~ The Church




1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Timothy 3:15

II. Which Church?


A. Catholic Church


B. Orthodox churches



~ 10-12 different Orthodox churches


C. Protestant denominations



~ 25,000+ Protestant denominations

NOTES:_________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Know this first of all that there is no prophesy of scripture that is a matter of personal interpretation…


- 2 Peter 1:20

III. Three Possibilities Regarding Christianity


A. Jesus established more than one church


B. Jesus established an invisible, abstract, spiritual church in which all believers, regardless of denomination, are members.  In this church, either: 



(1) Doctrine does not matter, or 



(2) Conflicting and contradictory doctrines are acceptable.


C. Jesus established one Church, which is visible and in which doctrine matters and does not conflict.  This church contains the fullness of truth as revealed by God; all others have partial truth, at best.

NOTES:______________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Jesus prayed, “And I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one…”


- John 17:22

IV. Analysis


A. Jesus established more than one church...NO!



~ Matthew 16:18




“Church” - singular



~ John 10:16




One “flock” - not 25,000+



~ Ephesians 1:22-23, Colossians 1:18, 24; Ephesians 2:14-16; Ephesians 4:4




Church is the “body” of Christ-only one body


B. Jesus established an invisible, abstract, spiritual 
church in which all believers, regardless of denomination, are members...NO!



~ John 17:20,21,23



    The World has to see; therefore, it must be visible.



~ Matthew 5:14



~ Matthew 18:15-17




“Tell the church” - which church?

NOTES:__________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

You are the light of the world.  A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden.


- Matthew 5:14

IV. Analysis, cont.


B. cont.



Since an invisible church of all believers would include people from every denomination, either 

doctrine does not matter or conflicting doctrine is okay.



Does doctrine matter...YES!




~ 1 Timothy 1:3; 1 Timothy 4:1; Ephesians 4:14; Titus 1:9



Can we divide doctrine into essential and non-essential...NO!




~Matthew 4:4; Matthew 5:18; Matthew 5:19



Is conflicting, contradictory doctrine okay...NO!




~ John 14:26, John 16:13; Malachi 3:6

NOTES:____________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

I repeat the request that I made of you when I was on my way to Macedonia, that you stay in Ephesus to instruct certain people not to teach false doctrines.


- 1 Timothy 1:3

IV. Analysis, cont.


C. Jesus established one church, which is visible and in which doctrine matters and does not conflict; this church contains the fullness of truth as revealed by God; all others have partial truth, at best...YES!



~ Ephesians 1:22-23




Church is the “fullness” of Christ



~ Acts 4:32




Believers were of one heart and one soul



~ 1 Corinthians 1:10




no dissensions, same mind and judgment



~ Philippians 1:27




one mind, one spirit



~ John 17:22-23




Christians should be one as Jesus and the Father are one

NOTES:____________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

The community of believers was of one heart and one mind, and no one claimed that any of his possessions was his own.


- Acts 4:32 
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